
     Welcome back to another exciting 

year of learning at Lansing School 

District 158.  Our Chalkboard news-

letter is filled with information high-

lighting our Board of Education, cur-

riculum, programs, student achieve-

ment, district finances and our build-

ing expansion/renovation projects.   

      I am pleased to welcome Board 

Member, Mr. Anthony Arens who was 

elected in April 2011 and Mr. Robert 

Bonifazi who was appointed in May 

2011.  I look forward to working with 

both gentlemen. 

     Our district continues to meet the 

challenges of No Child Left Behind 

(NCLB) as we analyze data from our 

state and local assessments to inform 

our decision making.  Our highly 

qualified teaching staff believes in 

accountability as they work to close 

the achievement gap between our vari-

ous sub-groups and demonstrate stu-

dent growth in the different subject 

areas.  A parent information night was 

held on Thursday evening, October 6 

at Memorial Junior High School to 

present our current assessment data 

and identify areas of student growth.  

Please visit our website at 

www.d158.net to access the District 

158 Assessment Report PowerPoint 

presentation. 

     I am pleased to inform the public 

of our Phase I progress in the renova-

tion/expansion of Oak Glen School.  

Students are scheduled to move into 

the new wing in December 2011 while 

we begin the abatement and demoli-

tion of the circular pods in January 

2012.   Completion of Phase II of the 

Oak Glen Renovation/Expansion Pro-

ject is scheduled for January 2013.    

     We are also excited about the reno-

vation/expansion of Reavis School 

that is scheduled to begin in Spring of  

2012.  A community presentation will 

be scheduled in November 2011  
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Upcoming Events: 
 

 

American Educa-

tion Week 

November 14-18, 

2011 

 

MJHS  

Fall Play 

November 17-18, 

2011 

7:00 p.m. 

 

Thanksgiving 

Break 

November 24-25, 

2011 

to inform area families of our plans 

for Reavis.  The Reavis Renova-

tion/Expansion Project addresses 

the current facility with respect to 

educational needs, life safety up-

grades, student capacity, aging 

infrastructure, and site circulation.  

The Mayorôs Office, Village of 

Lansing Police and Fire Depart-

ments, Village Engineer and Pub-

lic Works Director have reviewed 

the Reavis plans.  Their valuable 

insight and recommendations re-

garding this project are appreciated 

by District 158.   

     The Board of Education is cog-

nizant of their responsibility to 

maintain a balanced budget while 

providing quality programs and 

services to our students and fami-

lies.  The Board will not compro-

mise fund balances which provide 

fiscal stability for the districtôs 

future.  The Oak Glen and Reavis 

Renovation/Expansion Projects are 

funded with General State Aid 

dollars, local funds, and Life Safe-

ty Funds.  The District will not be 

issuing bonds, incurring additional 

debt, or asking for any kind of 

referendum to finance these pro-

jects.  In six years our district will 

be totally debt free.                        

     The Board of Education is 

mindful of the need to provide tax 

relief for property owners and 

plans to address this need through 

the abatement of the Debt Service 

Fund for the 2011 tax year which 

is expected to lower the tax levy  

by more than one  

million dollars.  

     The Lansing  

District 158 School  

Board unanimously  

approved the  

extension  of the 

Ridge Road TIF in support of the  

Village of Lansingôs efforts to revita- 

lize the downtown business district. The 

school district is giving up approxi- 

mately one million dollars per year for  

the next 12 years to go into the Villageôs 

Ridge Road TIF coffers.  If in the fut- 

ure distribution of the Ridge Road TIF  

occurs, those monies could be  

considered for providing further tax  

relief. However, we recognize the im-

portance of supporting our Village  

along with the other intergovernmental  

agencies in Lansing as they seek ways  

in which to improve our downtown  

area. 

   As you read through the Chalkboard, 

please note the many facets of educa- 

tion that are addressed by our school  

district. English as a Second Language 

(ESL) continues to offer both student  

and parent support.  Our new elemen- 

tary Reading Street Curriculum is high- 

lighted as well as our new junior high  

Pearson Reading program.         

                             (continued on page 3) 
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Clay Bedford  

Pre-Kindergarten Program 
     The Pre-Kindergarten teachers 

use the Creative Curriculum as 

the framework for the preschool 

program.  They provide a variety 

of active and quiet centers where 

a child can create, and interact 

with peers and their environment.  

Materials used provide concrete 

experiences and are adaptable to 

the many different play levels of 

children.  The teachers also dev- 

elop thematic units that compli-

ment the childrenôs interests, cul-

tures and community.  The teach-

ers monitor each unit of study and 

the Illinois Early Learning Stand-

ards addressed in that unit to en-

sure that the required standards 

are taught appropriately through-

out the year.  The units of study 

are carried over into the learning 

centers which represent subject 

areas such as:  Literacy, Math, 

Science, Social Studies, Technol-

ogy, and the Arts.   

     A family centered approach is 

an integral part of the Pre-

Kindergarten service delivery 

model.  Families as partners in 

the educational process 

become more knowledgeable and 

skillful in child development and 

family relations.  Parents are 

encouraged to become involved 

with their childôs education 

through volunteering in the 

classroom, chaperoning field 

trips, and participating in Parent 

Activity Nights just to name a 

few of the opportunities availa-

ble.   

     Frequent and sustained com-

munication between home and 

school allow for the parents to be 

full partners in their childôs edu-

cation.  This allows both the par-

ents and teachers to work togeth-

er to ensure that each child 

reaches their maximum potential 

and gain a strong foundation for 

their continued academic suc-

cess. 
 

 

The Lansing School District 

158 Pre-Kindergarten Program 

is designed for three to five 

year old children who reside in 

the District 158 attendance 

area.  The Pre-Kindergarten 

Program is housed at Lester 

Crawl Primary Center.  Chil-

dren enrolled in the program 

were screened by the districtôs 

preschool screening team and 

identified as having potential 

academic and/or social chal-

lenges.  The Program is funded 

by the Illinois State Board of 

Education Preschool for All 

Grant.   

     District 158 believes in 

providing developmentally 

appropriate experiences for 

preschool children and their 

families.  The goal of our pro-

gram is to meet the develop-

mental needs of children in a 

safe and nurturing environ-

ment, while promoting educa-

tional success.  We believe in 

encouraging the process of 

growth through active learning 

which utilizes the natural moti-

vations, abilities, and interests 

of children. 

ò T H E  C H A L K B O A R D òPutting the Children Firstó 
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ñKnowing is not enough; we must apply.  Willing is not enough; we must do.ò  Goethe 

 

Lansing Elementary  

School District 158 

Board of Education  
 

 

Seated: 

Chuck Taylor, Vice  President 

Joseph LaBella, President 

Suzanne Long, Secretary 

 

Standing: 

Cecilia Heiberger,  

Superintendent 

Jerome Kern, Member 

Robert Wood, Member 

Anthony Arens, Member 

Robert Bonifazi, Member 



Elementary Summer School 2011 

F A L L  E D I T I O N  

Behavioral goals are set for the schools, 

based on data that is kept.  The Univer-

sal Team for each school keeps track of 

the data and what is happening in the 

school.  If students are having a difficult 

time in the halls, a school may set a goal 

of reducing the hallway referrals by 

10% in order to gain a specific small 

reward.  The ñCool Toolsò referring to 

     We are fortunate to be able to provide 

wraparound services for students with 

complex emotional and behavioral 

needs.  District 158 schools have seen a 

reduction in suspensions, referrals for 

discipline issues, and overall problems 

that are associated with schools in gen-

eral.  We are proud of the efforts the 

staff, students, and parents have made to 

create positive learning environments in 

our schools. 

Reavis students 

in Mrs. Bognerôs 

Class use whip 

cream on their 

desks to write 

out their vocab-

ulary words for the week.  The words 

come from the Districtôs Elementary 

Reading Curriculum called ñReading 

Streetò.  The activity is one of many 

ways in which the teachers at Reavis 

differentiate instruction for their stu-

dents.  This allows for teachers to ac-

commodate the wide range of diverse 

learners at school.   

W.C. Reavis Elementary School 

Positive Behavior Interventions & Supports (Continued from page 4)  

     During this past summer, approxi-

mately 300 elementary 

students attended Summer 

School at Coolidge. Our 

Summer School program is 

an annual program held 

one week after the school 

year begins until the mid-

dle of July.  Our program 

is designed to cultivate learning 

throughout the summer for all of our 

students.  There were two programs 

offered to students:  enrichment, for 

students looking for additional learning 

opportunities beyond the classroom, 

and remedial, to help students fill in 

some potential holes in their learning.  

Our remedial program focused on help-

ing students with reading and math.   

Teachers led our students through various 

learning activities, such as 

readerôs theater, math 

games, small group in-

struction, and reading bud-

dies instruction, and read-

ing buddies.  Our enrich-

ment programs involved 

our students in cooking, 

creating crafts, and dancing.  Our summer 

musical, Joust - A Mighty Medieval Mu-

sical, brought everyone to the time of 

King Arthur and the Knights of the Round 

Table.  Our Dance Camp class put on a 

performance for everyone as well.  All of 

our enrichment students enjoyed their 

activities and helped to promote new and 

exciting knowledge for themselves. 
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hallways is retaught and practiced. 

     Individual data is also recorded and 

there are systems in place to assist chil-

dren who have a set number of referrals.  

They may participate in Check-In Check-

Out to give them daily reminders and 

feedback on behavioral choices, be in 

small social skills groups to learn alterna-

tive behaviors, or receive one-on-one as-

sistance concerning choices the student 

makes. 

      

 

 

Kindergarten students  work on the 

Districtôs Jolly Phonics software in 

Mrs. Woods-Simmons classroom.  The 

program allows the students to associ-

ate 26 letters, and 42 sounds with 

movements.  This program serves as the 

basis for which students start to become 

readers. The programôs technology soft-

ware also allows teachers to utilize a 

Smartboard for whole class instruction.   

      Thank you Copper Muggers for your support of our student activities!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAMBERS AFTER HOURS EVENT  

        In our effort to keep the Lansing 

Business Community informed, our 

School District hosted a ñChamber After 

Hours Eventò on Thursday, October 20 

from 5:30ð7:30 p.m. at Memorial 

Junior High School.  Highlights of the 

evening were a presentation on student 

achievement, construction projects, 

district financing of our projects and 

performances by the Memorial Concert 

Band and Choir.  Students from the 

National Junior Honor Society served as 

hosts and guides for our guests.  The 

event concluded with an outstanding 

student created video entitled ñWe 

Areé..ò which offered a look at our 

District from studentsô perspectives.  
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Pictured below are:  (left to right) 

S. Long, P. Eidam, R. Bonifazi,  

J. LaBella, Mayor Abbott 


